


A P R I L

After He’s Gone K A T H E R I N E  B O L G E R  H Y D E

The Dead of Night E L A I N E  V I E T S

Eat, Drink and Drop Dead T . C .  L O T E M P I O

Portrait of a Murder M I C H A E L  J E C K S

Not of This World S I M O N  R .  G R E E N

The Rewards of Treachery R O S E M A R Y  R O W E

M A Y

Ukulele of Death E . J .  C O P P E R M A N

The Cargo from Neira A L Y S  C L A R E

Murder on the Home Front J E S S I C A  E L L I C O T T

Cold Fire M A T T  H I L T O N

The Net of Steel F I O N A  B U C K L E Y

Bad Blood L Y N D O N  S T A C E Y

Blow Up E L L E N  C R O S B Y

J U N E

The Isolated Séance J E R I  W E S T E R S O N

The Night of the Wolf C A S S A N D R A  C L A R K

The Forenoon Bride J E F F R E Y  H A N T O V E R

Death Among the Ruins S U S A N N A  C A L K I N S

Flesh and Blood D A V I D  M A R K



A p r i l

1

After He's Gone

K A T H E R I N E  B O L G E R  H Y D E

A chilling, page–turning psychological 
thriller.

I know my husband is dead. I just don't know whether I killed 
him . . .

Charles and I were law students when I fell for him. He was 
handsome, charming, sure of himself – and he deigned 
to look at me. We had a dream–come–true courtship, 
wedding, and honeymoon, all orchestrated and paid for by 
his wealthy parents. Then he brought me home . . . And I 
woke up.
  
Nineteen months and a baby later, I'm standing in our 
pristine living room, looking at Charles lying in a pool of 
blood. I don't remember how I got here. The police are 
bound to think I killed him. But I didn't . . . did I?
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Katherine Bolger Hyde has lived 

her life surrounded by books, from 

teaching herself to read at the age of 

four to majoring in Russian literature to 

making her career as an editor. She lives 

in California with her husband and is the 

author of five previous Crime with the 

Classics mysteries.
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Elaine Viets returned to her hardboiled 

roots with her Angela Richman, Death 

Investigator series. The Dead of Night  is 

the latest, following on from Life Without 

Parole, Death Grip, A Star Is Dead, Fire 

and Ashes, Brain Storm, and Late for 

His Own Funeral, as well as the novella 

Ice Blonde. Elaine has over thirty–five 

bestselling mysteries in four series. A St. 

Louis native, Elaine took the Medicolegal 

Death Investigator Training Course 

for forensic professionals at St. Louis 

University, and has won the Agatha, 

Anthony and Lefty Awards. Elaine lives 

in Fort Lauderdale with her husband, 

writer and reviewer Don Crinklaw.

The Dead Of Night
An Angela Richman, Death 
Investigator Mystery #7

E L A I N E  V I E T S

When Angela Richman finds two dead 
bodies in a cursed crypt on Halloween, she 
is drawn into a spine–tingling mystery. Has 
a Chouteau Forest legend turned deadly, 
or is a dangerous killer on the loose?

Everyone in Chouteau Forest knows the legend of the Cursed 
Crypt. It's claimed that the restless spirit of a professor 
nicknamed Mean Gene Cortini, buried in Chouteau Forest 
University's crypt, has been causing death and destruction 
in the Forest for almost two centuries.

Local residents are used to disease and natural disasters 
striking every seven years. But not murder. When Trey 
Lawson outbids the wealthy Du Pres family at the university's 
annual Howl–o–ween Benefit Auction, he wins the chance 
to spend the night in the crypt with his fiancée, Lydia. Angela 
Richman, Death Investigator, finds their mutilated bodies 
there the following morning.

As Angela investigates, she learns that Trey was threatening 
the established hierarchy of Chouteau Forest. Has the 
legend taken a deadly turn, or are Trey and Lydia victims of 
a vicious power struggle?
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T.C. LoTempio is the award–winning, 

nationally bestselling author of the Nick 

and Nora Mysteries, the Urban Tails 

Pet Shop Mysteries, and the Cat Rescue 

Mysteries. Born in New York City, she 

now resides in Phoenix, Arizona with her 

two cats, Maxx and Rocco. Rocco prides 

himself on being the inspiration for her 

Nick and Nora series.

Eat, Drink and Drop Dead
A Tiffany Austin Food Blogger 
Mystery #1

T . C .  L O T E M P I O

A former chef gets mixed up in murder 
when she moves back to her Southern 
home town in the first Tiffany Austin food 
blogger mystery – a culinary cozy that will 
make your brain work and your stomach 
rumble!

Food critic and blogger Tiffany Austin has the best job in the 
world: she gets to eat for a living. At least, she hopes she 
has a job. Her trial period at Southern Style magazine is up 
– and rumors are swirling that management are making a 
choice between Tiffany and a rival columnist: the ambitious 
Jenny Lee Plumm.

Former chef Tiffany knows she has a battle on her hands 
. . . but she didn't realize it was to the death! When her 
rival's body is discovered after the two have a very public 
argument, Tiffany finds herself the prime suspect in a murder 
investigation. The lead detective might be very hot – but 
Tiffany's definitely not ready to go down for a crime she 
didn't commit.

Ably assisted by Hilary, her best friend and partner in 
(non) crime, and bolstered by the unconditional love of her 
Siamese cat Lily and King Charles Cavalier puppy Cooper, 
Tiffany plunges into an investigation of her own. After all, 
she has a degree from the CIA – the Culinary Institute of 
America – and she's not afraid to use it. But can she find 
the real killer before she's served up to the cops on a silver 
platter?
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Michael Jecks is the author of more 

than forty–six novels in the Knights 

Templar medieval mystery series and 

seven Bloody Mary Tudor mysteries. 

This is the first book in his contemporary 

mystery series The Art of Murder. A 

former Chairman of the Crime Writers' 

Association, he lives with his wife, 

children and dogs in northern Dartmoor.

Portrait of a Murder
The Art of Murder #1

M I C H A E L  J E C K S

Join struggling artist and accidental 
sleuth, Nick Morris, in the first mystery in 
The Art of Murder series.

Nick Morris is your classic struggling artist. He paints pet 
portraits to pay the bills but is always just one big commission 
away from a more comfortable life. Which is why he agrees 
to paint the reluctant, hot–tempered hotelier, Jason Robart. 
But Nick gets more than he bargained for when he finds 
Jason dead from a shotgun blast to the head in an apparent 
suicide.  

No one seems upset about his death except for his girlfriend 
Elizabeth, and Nick, who has lost the income from the 
commission. It turns out Jason owed money to everyone – 
including some unsavoury Russians.

When Elizabeth goes missing, Nick is concerned, but so is 
Jason's unpleasant business partner and those persuasive 
Russians who threaten Nick to reveal everything he knows
. . . or else! Nick is knee deep in trouble and to escape he 
must find Elizabeth, uncover the truth of Jason's death, and 
stay alive. If only he had stuck to painting cats . . .
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Simon R. Green was born in Bradford–

on–Avon, Wiltshire, where he still lives. 

He is the New York Times bestselling 

author of more than seventy science 

fiction and fantasy novels, including 

the Nightside, Secret Histories and 

Ghost Finders series, the Ishmael Jones 

mysteries and the Gideon Sable series.

Not of This World
A Gideon Sable Novel #4

S I M O N  R .  G R E E N

This might be his biggest coup yet! 
Legendary master thief Gideon Sable 
is on the hunt for the ghost of an alien–
possessed man in this fast–paced 
supernatural heist thriller.

The Preserve in Bath – the British Area 51 – is the secret 
government dumping ground for all things supernatural and 
out of space. It is one of the most heavily–guarded places in 
the world. However, it's not what protects it that makes it so 
dangerous but the things that are inside . . . 
 
Gideon Sable – master thief, con artist and self–proclaimed 
vigilante – faces a challenge he can't refuse. His client, the 
former Head of the British Rocketry Group, Professor Neil 
Sharpe, wants him to break into the Preserve. Once inside, 
Gideon and his crew of supernatural misfits can get any 
mystical artefact they desire out of the Preserve's collection. 
The catch? To reach it, they must go through the treacherous 
Box Tunnel complex and not only face trained guards and 
booby traps but steal something that can't normally be 
stolen – a ghost!
 
Sharpe's obscure motive leaves Gideon uncertain and 
suspicious. The only thing he knows for sure is that he can 
steal anything with just the right amount of preparation 
– but will he be prepared enough to face whatever the 
Preserve holds, or will he find himself a permanent part of 
the government's collection?
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Rosemary Rowe also writes historical 

romances under her married name 

Rosemary Aitken. She has now resettled 

in her native Cornwall after having 

lived first in New Zealand for twenty 

years, and then for even longer in 

Gloucestershire where this series is set.

The Rewards of Treachery
A Libertus Mystery of Roman 
Britain #20

R O S E M A R Y  R O W E

A stolen valuable is just the beginning of a 
trail of strange events Junio has to uncover 
in this skilfully plotted historical mystery 
set in 2nd century Britain.

Late summer, CE 198. With Glevum an uneasy place since 
the current Emperor seized power, and with rebel Celts still 
actively opposing Roman rule, tension remains as Caesar 
turns his attention to stamping out all remaining threats to 
his authority.

Junio, Libertus's adopted son, tries to be inconspicuous and 
focus on his workshop and growing family. This becomes 
difficult when Libertus's patron, Marcus Septimus, seeks 
Junio's advice about a valuable cloak–clasp which has 
disappeared – together with the jeweller who was repairing 
it.
  
Unwillingly dragged into investigating this, Junio finds 
himself faced with a string of murders, betrayal and revenge, 
and his own small son in dreadful jeopardy! What secret 
was the missing jeweller hiding? What danger lurks in the 
ill–omened cave? And what part does the mysterious Celtic 
visitor who suddenly appears play in this tale of treachery? 
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E.J. Copperman is the nom de plume 

for Jeff Cohen, writer of intentionally 

funny murder mysteries. As E.J., he 

writes the Haunted Guesthouse and 

Agent to the Paws series, as well as the 

Jersey Girl Legal mysteries and the 

brand–new Fran & Ken Stein mysteries; 

as Jeff, he writes the Double Feature and 

Aaron Tucker series; and he collaborates 

with himself on the Samuel Hoenig 

Asperger's mysteries.

Ukulele of Death
A Fran and Ken Stein Mystery #1

E . J .  C O P P E R M A N

Meet Fran and Ken Stein – a private 
investigator duo who refuse to let a little 
thing like not being entirely human stop 
them from doing their jobs.

After losing their parents when they were just babies, private 
investigators Fran and Ken Stein now specialize in helping 
adoptees find their birth parents. So when a client asks 
them for help finding her father, with her only clue a rare 
ukulele, the case is a little weird, sure, but it's nothing they 
can't handle.
 
But soon Fran and her brother are plunged into a world 
where nothing makes sense – and not just the fact that a 
very short (but very cute) NYPD detective keeps trying to 
take eternal singleton Fran out on dates. 
 
All Fran wants to do is find the ukulele and collect their fee, 
but it's hard to keep your focus when you're stumbling over 
corpses and receiving messages that suggest your (dead) 
parents are very much alive.
 
Ukuleles aside, it's becoming clear that someone knows 
something they shouldn't – that Fran and Ken Stein weren't 
so much born, as built . . .
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Alys Clare lives in the English 

countryside where her novels are 

set. She went to school in Tonbridge 

and later studied archaeology at the 

University of Kent. She is the author of 

the Aelf Fen, Hawkenlye, World's End 

Bureau and Gabriel Taverner historical 

mystery series.

The Cargo From Neira
A Gabriel Taverner Mystery #5

A L Y S  C L A R E

What do a desperate woman with a secret, 
a dead man in a drainage ditch and a 
dark figure in the night have in common? 
Physician–sleuth Dr Gabriel Taverner has 
to connect the dots before time runs out in 
this thrilling historical mystery.

February, 1605. A series of killings shake the quiet life of 
Devon's Tavy valley. Country doctor Gabriel Taverner, 
summoned by the coroner to examine the bodies, believes 
that the murders are somehow connected to a mysterious 
woman recently discovered in shocking circumstances.
 
Gabriel is determined to solve the mystery, and soon 
uncovers clues that link his unexpected patient to the brutal 
killings. Prominent among them is the strange and recurring 
theme of nutmegs. A precious spice from far–flung islands 
in a distant sea and already in demand, its high cost is 
increasing daily since the rumour has spread that it is a cure 
for the plague . . .
 
Gabriel finds himself caught in a deadly rivalry involving a 
greater prize and more ruthless players than he could have 
imagined. Fighting to protect his family and friends from 
dangerous involvement in this savage race, will he be able 
to emerge alive?
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Agatha award nominee Jessica Ellicott 

loves fountain pens, Mini Coopers 

and throwing parties. A member of 

Wicked Authors, Sisters in Crime and 

International Thriller Writers, she lives 

in northern New England with her dark 

and mysterious husband, exuberant 

children and a precocious poodle named 

Sam.

Murder on the Home Front
A WPC Billie Harkness Mystery 
#2

J E S S I C A  E L L I C O T T

Disrespect, disdain – and dead bodies! 
It's all in a day's work for WPC Billie 
Harkness, a pioneering female police 
officer protecting the home front in this 
gripping WWII British historical mystery.

1940. It's been a month since rector's daughter Billie 
Harkness left her rural village to make a fresh start in the 
northern city of Hull. Now she has a new home and an 
exciting new job as one of only two female police constables 
in the whole city. But Hull still feels like a foreign country, 
and some people are less than impressed by the idea of a 
woman doing a 'man's job'.
 
Facing disrespect from her colleagues and suspicion from 
the public, Billie throws herself into her work. The tasks she's 
assigned might be menial, but she's determined to do her 
bit for the war effort. The chance to prove her worth comes 
during a search for a missing air raid shelter inspector, when 
Billie makes a shocking discovery: his dead body, in a 
shelter that's been stripped of all its valuables. 
 
The officers summoned to investigate the scene believe 
it's an open and shut case, but Billie's not so sure. Asking 
questions means making enemies though – and little does 
she know that vile rumors about her are spreading, with the 
power to erase everything she's tried so hard to achieve . . .
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Matt Hilton worked for twenty-three 

years in private security and the police 

force in Cumbria. He is a 4th Dan 

blackbelt and coach in Ju–Jitsu. He is 

the author of thirteen novels in the Joe 

Hunter series, and nine previous Grey & 

Villere thrillers.

Cold Fire
A Grey & Villere Thriller #10

M A T T  H I L T O N

A mother and her children murdered. A 
nanny on the run. A killer in pursuit.

Hunted and reviled, ex–nanny Joanne Mason turns to her 
sister, Detective Karen Ratcliffe. Torn between duty and 
family, Ratcliffe asks Tess Grey and her partner Nicolas 'Po' 
Villere to bring Joanne in safely.

A winter cyclone forces Joanne into hiding on the Canadian 
border – but she can't stay put for long. In close pursuit, Tess 
and Po head north into the heart of a storm, but they're not 
the only ones: the real murderer is also hot on Joanne's trail, 
trying to kill the only living witness to their crime.

As the chase progresses it grows apparent that Joanne 
couldn't have been responsible for the murders . . . but the 
heat isn't off her. Some people think she might be a co–
conspirator, not the terrified witness she is . . . and when the 
shocking truth behind the gruesome murders comes to light, 
Tess and Po have their work cut out to keep Joanne – and 
themselves – alive!
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Fiona Buckley is the author of 

twenty–one previous Ursula Blanchard 

mysteries. Under her real name, Valerie 

Anand, she is the author of numerous 

historical novels including the much–

loved Bridges Over Time series. Brought 

up in London, she now lives in Surrey.

The Net of Steel
An Ursula Blanchard Mystery 
#22

F I O N A  B U C K L E Y

Ursula Stannard faces the ultimate test in 
this gripping Tudor mystery. How far is she 
prepared to go to protect those dearest to 
her and save her own life?

April, 1590. Ursula Stannard, the queen's half–sister 
and occasional secret agent, has just left Sir Francis 
Walsingham's funeral when she is summoned back to her 
childhood home, Faldene House, by her aunt. Uncle Herbert 
has died suddenly from natural causes, but Ursula's arrival 
in the Sussex Downs triggers a shocking sequence of death 
and devastation.

Through her service to the queen, Ursula has made 
dangerous enemies. The formidable Mercer brothers are set 
on revenge, and their cruelty knows no limits. As a deadly 
net closes around Ursula and her loved ones, can she keep 
those closest to her safe and stop the Mercers before they 
strike again?
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Lyndon Stacey is a writer and animal 

portrait artist by trade and lives near 

Stonehenge in the South–West of 

England. She is the author of a number 

of standalone equine mysteries, as 

well as two series featuring  animal 

behaviourist Gideon Blake and ex–police 

dog handler Daniel Whelan.

Bad Blood

L Y N D O N  S T A C E Y

Dark secrets are revealed when 
investigative journalist and horse expert 
Ben Copperfield is hired to find the long–
lost heir of a dying millionaire in this 
gripping murder mystery.

When freelance journalist Ben Copperfield hands his 
business card to a woman whose runaway horse he's 
helped recapture, he couldn't possibly predict the events that 
are triggered by this simple gesture . . .
 
For the woman is the wife of none other than multi–millionaire 
horse owner and businessman Neville Manning. Manning 
has everything money could buy, but money can't solve his 
current problem. He's dying – and after the tragic death of 
his only child, there's no one he's willing to leave his business 
to. Manning has just one hope left: a grandchild, whose 
mother's name he doesn't even know. Ben has a reputation 
for solving impossible problems, and Manning's convinced 
he'll be able to track the child down.
 
With the odds stacked against him, Ben accepts the 
challenge and sets out to find this mystery grandchild. But 
little does he know that the trail to finding Manning's heir is 
paved with murder, intrigue and revenge . . . and it won't just 
be finding the heir to Manning's fortune that's the problem, 
it'll be keeping the child alive long enough to claim it. 
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Ellen Crosby is a former reporter 

for the Washington Post, foreign 

correspondent for ABC News Radio 

and economist at the U.S. Senate. She 

has spent many years overseas in 

Europe, but now lives in Virginia with 

her husband. She is the author of the 

Wine Country mysteries and the Sophie 

Medina mysteries.

Blow Up
A Sophie Medina Mystery #3

E L L E N  C R O S B Y

A simple assignment leads renowned 
photojournalist Sophie Medina down a 
dark and dangerous path in this gripping 
puzzler of a mystery set in Washington, 
D.C.

International photojournalist Sophie Medina and her 
old school friend Father Jack O'Hara are out for a run on 
Capitol Hill when they find the body of Associate Supreme 
Court Justice Everett Townsend lying in an alley, barely alive. 
Townsend, a diabetic, later dies in the ER from complications 
due to hypoglycemia.
 
His tragic death has unexpected repercussions for Sophie 
when Javi, a young homeless man of Sophie's acquaintance, 
is murdered. Before he died, Javi told her a shocking story 
about Townsend that could have a devastating impact on 
the nation's highest court – and on the American justice 
system – if word got out. 
 
Unable to persuade anyone that what she learned is true 
and on the run from whoever is protecting Townsend's dark 
secret, Sophie searches a collection of her photographs 
of Washington D.C.'s homeless community, looking for 
evidence before everything blows up in her face . . .
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Jeri Westerson was born and raised 

in Los Angeles. She is the author of the 

Crispin Guest medieval noir mysteries, 

the King's Fool Tudor mysteries 

featuring Will Somers, three paranormal 

series and several historical novels. 

Her books have been nominated for the 

Shamus, the Macavity and the Agatha 

awards.

The Isolated Séance
An Irregular Detective Mystery #1

J E R I  W E S T E R S O N

Sherlock Holmes's protégés Tim Badger 
and Benjamin Watson are catapulted into 
a tricky first case when a man is brutally 
murdered during a séance.

London, 1895. Former Baker Street Irregular Tim Badger 
is determined to follow in the footsteps of his great mentor, 
Sherlock Holmes, by opening his own consulting detective 
agency with his partner, Benjamin Watson. The intrepid duo 
are ready to make a name for themselves . . . if only they 
had clients!
    
Their luck changes when Sherlock recommends his protégés 
to Thomas Brent. Brent is eager to find out who killed his 
master, Horace Quinn, during a séance at Quinn's house. 
What was Quinn desperately trying to find out from his 
deceased business partner, Stephen Latimer, before he was 
stabbed through the heart?
 
It seems that everyone in Quinn's household had a reason to 
want him dead. Can Tim and Benjamin step out of Sherlock's 
shadow to navigate dark secrets and unexpected dangers 
in their pursuit of a cold–blooded killer?

p r i N T E D  p A p E r  C A S E D



J u N E

15

Other (trim 216 x 138) 
Printed Paper Cased 
£21.99
9781448306664

Rights:
W

6 June 2023
Printed Paper Cased Fiction 256pp

Cassandra Clark is an award–winning 

scriptwriter for theatre, radio and 

television. She is the author of the highly–

acclaimed Hildegard of Meaux medieval 

mysteries, as well as this series featuring 

Brother Rodric Chandler.

The Night of the Wolf
A Brother Chandler Medieval 
Mystery #3

C A S S A N D R A  C L A R K

The ruthless reign of Henry IV and the 
clerical tyranny of Archbishop Arundel 
keep Brother Chandler and his friends 
under constant threat in this gripping 
medieval mystery featuring friar–sleuth 
Rodric Chandler.

Chester, 1400. Riding for his life, with a copy of Chaucer's 
heretical Canterbury Tales in his possession, friar–sleuth 
Brother Chandler is ambushed on the road and wakes up in 
a stranger's house.
 
Is his 'rescuer', wool merchant John Willoughby, friend 
. . . or foe? Willoughby declares that he, like Chandler, has 
renounced the self–crowned King Henry IV and will help 
Chandler get his dangerous belongings to safety. He seems 
trustworthy, but Chandler knows that if he's caught by the 
King's merciless censors together with the Tales, he'll be 
burned at the stake.
 
But then Willoughby's young wife perishes in a terrible 
accident at their house – or so it seems . . . Willoughby asks 
Chandler to help investigate if it was indeed an accident or 
if someone had a hidden agenda.
 
All Chandler wants to do is find safe haven for Chaucer's 
Tales and return to London, but he accepts the case. Little 
does he know that it will lead to secrets being uncovered 
which will put not only Chandler but also those around him 
in unimaginable peril.
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Jeffrey Hantover has had a varied 

career, working as a sociologist, a 

social service executive, a labor rights 

consultant and an art critic. He's written 

extensively on social issues, art and 

culture for international publications. 

He lived in Hong Kong for more than a 

decade and resides with his wife in New 

York City. A published poet, he is also 

the author of the critically–acclaimed 

historical novel The Jewel Trader of Pegu.

The Forenoon Bride

J E F F R E Y  H A N T O V E R

When given the choice between love and 
honor, what are you willing to sacrifice? 
Destiny, longing and betrayal await you 
in this sweeping historical novel set in 
Elizabethan England and the Ottoman 
Empire of the late 16th century.

England, 1591. Eager to see the world and travel the seas 
before settling down with a wife, English Lord William 
Bateman sets out for adventure while leaving his secret 
admirer, a local young lady named Elizabeth, behind. 
 
However, during his journey to the East, he is falsely 
imprisoned as a spy by the Ottoman governor of Rhodes. 
William is given two choices: endure torture in an Ottoman 
prison or convert and serve the Sultan, Murad III. Staying 
true to his family and country, William refuses to give in.
 
By a twist of fate, William gains an unexpected ally in the 
form of the young governor's daughter Safiye who falls in 
love with the mysterious and handsome prisoner. Captivated 
by their immediate bond and attraction, both vow to help 
each other and promise to be together when time is right.
 
Meanwhile in England, William's family suffers tragedies 
and misfortune. The years of absence left their estate in 
jeopardy but turned Elizabeth – still hopelessly in love with 
him and awaiting his return – into a beautiful and spirited 
woman. Can William escape his fate in Turkey and save his 
legacy . . . and if he does will he keep his promise or betray 
his honor?
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Susanna Calkins is the author of the 

award–winning Lucy Campion mystery 

series, set in 17th century London, 

and the Speakeasy mysteries, set in 

Prohibition–era Chicago. She has a PhD 

in history and works at Northwestern 

University. Born and raised in 

Philadelphia, she currently lives in the 

Chicago area with her husband and two 

sons.

Death Among the Ruins
A Lucy Campion Mystery #7

S U S A N N A  C A L K I N S

Midnight assignations, dresses fit to meet 
the queen . . . and murder most horrid! 
Printer's apprentice Lucy Campion 
investigates a puzzling death in this 
thrilling historical mystery set in 17th-
century London.

London, 1668. Printer's apprentice Lucy Campion is 
suspicious when she meets a young ragpicker who claims 
to have fine clothes to sell from a lady of quality. Are the 
garments stolen . . . or something worse?
 
Her suspicions are soon realized when the clothes are 
identified as belonging to a recently deceased elderly 
aristocrat. Young Mercy Sykes has robbed a grave! Mercy 
is arrested, and it's only thanks to Lucy's intervention that the 
ragpicker, who has a disabled sister who depends on her, 
isn't locked up.
 
Lucy doesn't expect to see Mercy again, but their meeting 
soon has unexpected consequences. For when Mercy 
finds a dead woman in the ruins of Christchurch, dressed 
in unexpected finery, it's to Lucy who she turns for help . . .
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David Mark spent seven years as crime 

reporter for the Yorkshire Post and now 

writes full–time. A former Richard & 

Judy pick, and a Sunday Times bestseller, 

he is the author of the DS Aector McAvoy 

series and a number of standalone 

thrillers. He lives in Northumberland 

with his family.

Flesh and Blood
A DS McAvoy Novel #11

D A V I D  M A R K

Killer secrets. Killer crimes. The 
unmissable new DS McAvoy thriller from 
the Sunday Times best–selling, Kindle 
chart–topping author.

DS Aector McAvoy is on a well–deserved family holiday 
when the news reaches him that he's been attacked and left 
for dead on one of Hull's most well–to–do streets.
 
It comes as something of a shock. But not as much as the 
discovery of who's really been attacked – and his growing 
realization it's no coincidence he's far from home, in an 
isolated, rural campsite, on today of all days.
 
McAvoy's superior officer – and best friend – DS Trish 
Pharaoh has been keeping secrets. Secrets that are catching 
up with her.
 
Secrets that could kill them all . . .
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A former editor at Scientific American, 

Mark Alpert weaves cutting–edge 

science and mind–blowing ideas into 

high–energy thrillers. His first novel, 

Final Theory, was an international 

bestseller published in twenty-three 

languages and optioned for film. His nine 

other thrillers have also won acclaim; he 

received the Best Novel award from the 

William Faulkner Literary Competition 

and was a finalist for the Cybils, Nutmeg, 

and Beehive book awards.

The Doomsday Show

M A R K  A L P E R T

In this action–packed environmental 
thriller from the internationally bestselling 
author of Final Theory, a good–hearted 
climate activist must stop terrorists from 
assassinating the worst fossil–fuel tycoons.

Five climate criminals. One assassination plot. One man 
caught in the middle.

It's Climate Emergency Week in New York City. Thousands 
of environmentalists are protesting against the ongoing 
destruction of the planet. Also here are the five fossil–fuel 
tycoons and reactionary politicians who were labeled 'The 
Worst Climate Criminals' by Max Mirsky, former editor of 
the Journal of Climatology. 

When Number Five on the list mysteriously dies as Max 
confronts him, quickly followed by Number Four, Max 
becomes the FBI's prime suspect. Things then go from bad to 
worse when his daughter is kidnapped. 

Max can't sit back and wait for the FBI to solve the case. He 
must rescue his daughter and discover who the real assassins 
are. And he must stop the killings before the outrage and 
backlash destroy all hopes for a climate–change solution. 

What will happen to Max's daughter – and all future 
generations – if he fails?
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New York Times and USA Today 

bestseller Wendy Corsi Staub is 

the award–winning author of more 

than ninety novels, including young 

adult fiction, psychological suspense 

and traditional mysteries. She lives in 

the New York City suburbs with her 

husband, their sons, and a trio (give or 

take) of rescue kitties.

The Stranger Vanishes
A Lily Dale Mystery #5

W E N D Y  C O R S I  S T A U B

Young widowed mom Bella Jordan 
investigates a missing person in this 
charming cozy mystery set in the real–
life New York community of Lily Dale, 
populated solely by spiritual mediums!

In the quirky, picturesque lakeside community of Lily Dale, 
where the residents can talk to the dead, young widow 
Bella Jordan is the lone skeptic among believers. She 
doesn't believe in ghosts . . . but after a year in the village, 
she would admit that her new friends do sometimes seem to 
know impossible things.
 
Still, when a Black stranger dressed in old–fashioned 
clothing arrives unexpectedly at Bella's guesthouse at 
midnight on Juneteenth, only to vanish the next day as if 
he'd never existed, Bella's sure there has to be a logical 
explanation. One that has nothing to do with the strange 
warning Odelia, the medium next door, delivers from the 
Spirits: Beware of . . . Barry?!
 
Bella doesn't know a Barry, and she has enough people 
in her life already, what with her young son Max and their 
two kitties, handsome vet Drew, a plethora of kind but 
nosy neighbors and a full house of summer guests. But as 
the mystery of the missing stranger deepens, she starts to 
wonder: did the Spirits really mean Barry? Or did they mean 
bury . . .
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Michael Jecks is the author of more 

than forty–six novels in the Knights 

Templar medieval mystery series and six 

previous Bloody Mary Tudor mysteries. 

A former Chairman of the Crime Writers' 

Association, he lives with his wife, 

children and dogs in northern Dartmoor.

The Merchant Murderers
A Bloody Mary Tudor Mystery #7

M I C H A E L  J E C K S

Set during the brief but exceedingly 
troubled reign of Queen Mary I, elder half–
sister to the future Elizabeth I, (1553–1558) 
the Bloody Mary series features the amoral 
former cutpurse turned paid assassin, 
Jack Blackjack, as its cowardly, lecherous, 
yet strangely likeable amateur sleuth.

August, 1556. Jack Blackjack is on a simple mission: make 
it back home to his beloved London. It should be simple, 
right? Wrong. He's made it as far as Exeter, but before he 
can secure a fresh steed in that hellish city, he's faced with 
a dead priest, ruthless thieves, and a devious Dean who's 
determined to see the back of Jack. That suits Jack just fine – 
he wants to leave!

So when wealthy merchant Wolfe, offers passage to London 
via sea, Jack jumps at the chance . . . and unwittingly into 
further danger! With thieves, pirates and potential murderers 
at every turn who can Jack trust? Will he uncover the truth 
behind the dead priest and missing merchant ships? But 
more importantly, will he ever make it home to London with 
his purse strings and limbs intact? 
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David Mark spent seven years as crime 

reporter for the Yorkshire Post and now 

writes full–time. A former Richard & 

Judy pick, and a Sunday Times bestseller, 

he is the author of the DS Aector McAvoy 

series and a number of standalone 

thrillers. He lives in Northumberland 

with his family.

Blind Justice
A DS McAvoy Novel #10

D A V I D  M A R K

Hull's DS Aector McAvoy investigates 
a deeply sadistic killer in this dark, 
gritty instalment of the Sunday Times 
bestselling, Kindle chart–topping British 
police procedural series.

The call comes in before DS Aector McAvoy has had time 
for breakfast. The news is bad: A body. Found in the woods 
out at Brantingham. 
 
The reality is even worse.
 
The young man's mutilated corpse lies tangled in the roots of 
a newly fallen tree, two silver Roman coins nailed through 
his sightless eyes. Who would torture their victim in such a 
brutal manner – and why?
 
DS McAvoy makes the victim a promise: I will find answers. 
You will know justice. But justice always comes at a cost, and 
this time it may be McAvoy's own family who pay the price.
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M.J. Trow is a military historian by 

training and the author of the long–

running Inspector Lestrade and 'Mad 

Max' Maxwell detective series, as well 

as the Kit Marlowe Tudor mysteries, the 

Grand & Batchelor Victorian mysteries, 

and the brand–new Geoffrey Chaucer 

medieval mystery series. He lives on the 

Isle of Wight.

Four Thousand Days
A Margaret Murray Mystery #1

M . J .  T R O W

Introducing turn-of-the-century 
archaeologist-sleuth Margaret Murray 
in the first of a brilliant new historical 
mystery series.

October, 1900.  University College, London.  When the 
spreadeagled body of one of her students is discovered in 
her rented room shortly after attending one of her lectures, 
Dr Margaret Murray is disinclined to accept the official 
verdict of suicide and determines to find out how and why 
the girl really died.

As an archaeologist, Dr Murray is used to examining 
ancient remains, but she's never before had to investigate 
the circumstances surrounding a newly–dead corpse. 
However, of one thing Margaret is certain: if you want to 
know how and why a person died, you need to understand 
how they lived.  And it soon becomes clear that the dead 
girl had been keeping a number of secrets.  As Margaret 
uncovers evidence that Helen Richardson had knowledge 
of a truly extraordinary archaeological find, the body of a 
second young woman is discovered on a windswept Kent 
beach . . . and the case takes a disturbing new twist.
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Barbara Allan is the joint pseudonym 

of husband–and–wife mystery writers, 

Barbara and Max Allan Collins. Barbara 

is an acclaimed short–story writer, and 

Max is a multi–award–winning New York 

Times bestselling novelist and Mystery 

Writers of America Grand Master.

Antiques Liquidation
A Trash ‘n’ Treasures Mystery 
#16

B A R B A R A  A L L A N

The sixteenth witty Trash 'n' Treasures 
cozy mystery sees antiques dealing – and 
true–crime writing – mom and daughter 
team Vivian and Brandy Borne get mixed 
up in murder when they discover the body 
of an auctioneer.

Two o'clock in the morning is the perfect time to be asleep. 
So when long–suffering Brandy Borne is rudely awoken by 
her eccentric mother, Vivian, and invited on a surreptitious 
shopping trip, the idea is less than tempting. 
 
But if Vivian – Serenity's true–crime writing, septuagenarian 
super–sleuth – has a nose for sniffing out antiques, Brandy's 
sense of smell is just as good . . . and trouble's on the wind.
 
A little light blackmail and one run–in with the police later, 
and Brandy and Vivian are the 'proud' owners of a selection 
of dead stock, liberated ahead of an upcoming warehouse 
sale from unsavory auctioneer Conrad Norris. Brandy's 
not convinced there's a fortune to be made in vintage toys, 
retro plates and pearl buttons – there's more mileage in their 
shop's new Halloween display, even though it's only August 
– but she supposes it could be worse.
 
It soon is. After the auction's taken place, Vivian and Brandy 
make an unnerving discovery. It's not just the stock that's 
dead – so is the auctioneer . . .
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Award–winning author Terry Shames 

is the author of eight previous Samuel 

Craddock mysteries. As well as winning 

the Macavity Award for Best First 

Novel, A Killing at Cotton Hill was 

also nominated for The Strand Critics 

Award. The Necessary Murder of Nonie 

Blake won the RT Critics Award for 

Best Mystery. Her books have also been 

nominated for Left Coast Crime Awards 

for Best Mystery.

Terry grew up in Texas, and her Samuel 

Craddock series is set in the fictitious 

town of Jarrett Creek, which is based on 

the small town where her grandparents 

lived. She is a member of Sisters in 

Crime and on the board of Mystery 

Writers of America.

Murder at the Jubilee Rally
A Samuel Craddock Mystery #9

T E R R Y  S H A M E S

Chief of Police Samuel Craddock faces 
a race against time to solve a perplexing 
murder at a motorcycle rally before the 
event comes to an end.

With the annual Jubilee Motorcycle Rally approaching, 
Jarrett Creek residents are divided.  Some despise the rowdy, 
unsavory behaviour of the bikers, but they bring welcome 
money to local merchants. What's to be done?

At a town meeting to find a solution, temperatures flare 
as Amber Johnson and Lily Deverell – family women on 
opposing sides of the debate – throw accusations at each 
other. Attempting to appease both camps, Chief of Police 
Samuel Craddock enacts a curfew to dissuade late–night 
revellers.

Nevertheless, trouble strikes. With the rally in full swing, 
Amber is found murdered at the event. Why did Amber 
leave her home that night? What secrets was she hiding from 
her family? 

Craddock quickly faces more challenges as he offers to 
take in his rebellious teenaged niece, Hailey, whose parents 
are at their wits' end. He soon understands their pain. Can 
Craddock keep Hailey under control, or will dealing with 
her allow a murderer to escape justice?
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Mike Ripley has twice won the Crime 

Writers' Association's Last Laugh 

Award, and is the author of twenty–four 

comedy thrillers and historical novels. 

He writes a hugely respected monthly 

review column for Shots Magazine 

entitled Getting Away With Murder and 

is also the author of Kiss Kiss Bang 

Bang, a 'reader's history' of the heyday of 

British action and spy thrillers, 1953–75, 

which won the H.R.F. Keating Award for 

non–fiction in 2017.

Mr Campion's Mosaic
An Albert Campion Mystery #10

M I K E  R I P L E Y

Albert Campion travels to Dorset as he 
attempts to get to the bottom of a series 
of shocking events connected to a TV 
adaptation of one of Evadne Childe's 
famous novels.

London, 1972. The Evadne Childe Society has gathered 
in honour of what would have been the author's eighty–
second birthday, and Albert Campion is there as a reluctant 
guest speaker and ceremonial birthday cake cutter.

But Campion's oratory skills aren't the only thing in demand. 
A TV remake of a twenty–year–old film adaptation of one 
of Evadne's classic novels, The Moving Mosaic, has been 
derailed by someone attempting to murder the leading 
man – the latest in a series of increasingly disturbing 
incidents – and the society wants Campion to investigate. 
Who is determined to sabotage the production at any cost, 
and why?

Travelling to the picturesque village of Kingswalter Manor in 
Dorset where filming is due to start, Campion soon stumbles 
upon dark secrets, ghosthunters, an impressive mosaic and 
murder.
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Candace Robb has read and researched 

medieval history for many years, having 

studied for a Ph.D. in Medieval & Anglo–

Saxon Literature. She divides her time 

between Seattle and the UK, frequently 

visiting York to research the series. She 

is the author of thirteen previous Owen 

Archer mysteries, three Kate Clifford 

medieval mysteries, and the Margaret 

Kerr trilogy.

A Fox in the Fold
An Owen Archer Mystery #14

C A N D A C E  R O B B

Owen Archer suspects an old adversary is 
on his tail as he seeks to solve the mystery 
surrounding a dead body found on the 
road to York.

October, 1376. Owen Archer is summoned by sheriff Sir 
Ralph Hastings regarding a stripped and bloodied body 
discovered on the road north to York. Could it be connected 
to an attack on a carter and his labourers who were 
transporting stone destined for St Clement's Priory? The 
carter fled, but his men stayed to fight and are now missing. 
Is the victim one of them?
  
At first Owen believes the catalyst for murder and menace in 
York is the arrival of the political pariah William Wykeham, 
Bishop of Winchester. But he soon suspects that a formidable 
and skillful adversary from his past has arrived in the city, 
thrusting him and his family into grave danger, and his 
investigation becomes a race to uncover the truth before his 
old nemesis destroys all he holds dear.
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Jeanne M. Dams, an American, is a 

devout Anglophile who has wished she 

could live in England ever since her first 

visit in 1963. Fortunately, her alter ego, 

Dorothy Martin, can do just that. Jeanne 

lives in South Bend, Indiana, with a 

varying population of cats.

A Deadly Web
A Dorothy Martin Mystery #25

J E A N N E  M .  D A M S

When an 'unofficial' relative of Alan's 
arrives from the States, Dorothy and Alan 
are drawn into a tangled web of murder 
and lies.

Dorothy Martin is more than capable of dozing during a 
raging storm in her snug house in Sherebury, but the loud 
ping of an unexpected text on her husband Alan's phone 
quickly wakes her up. Alan's unofficial great–niece, Lucy 
Bowman, is coming over from the States for a conference.

When Lucy arrives, she gushes about her fiancé, Iain. But 
Alan makes a disturbing discovery about Lucy's engagement 
ring, and no sooner has Iain set foot on UK soil when he's 
the victim of a mysterious hit–and–run. Was it an accident, 
or murder? Drawn into the police investigation, Dorothy 
learns that Iain was not all he seemed to be, and uncovers a 
shocking trail of deceit. Can she separate fact from fiction to 
untangle a deadly web of lies?
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Judith Cutler has been shortlisted for 

the CWA Dagger and the Barry Award. 

Her prize–winning short stories appear 

regularly in anthologies and leading 

crime fiction magazines. She is married 

to fellow crime–writer Edward Marston.

A House Divided
A Harriet & Matthew Rowsley 
Victorian Mystery #4

J U D I T H  C U T L E R

Victorian sleuths Harriet and Matthew 
Rowsley are stranded at a country house 
party when a murderer strikes.

May 1861, Victorian England. When Matthew and Harriet 
Rowsley are invited to a house party at Clunston Park by 
Matthew's cousin, Colonel Barrington Rowsley and his wife 
Lady Hortensia, Harriet is nervous – surely the aristocratic 
guests will snub her? After all, they are but mere servants in 
their eyes! Her fears are realized on their first evening when 
the only person who deigns to speak to her is the spiteful 
Gräfin Weiser and confirmed when she commits a major 
faux pas at the cricket match the following day.

But there's no escape! The cricket match is abandoned due 
to a storm, and flooding leaves the house guests stranded. 
Things worsen when Gräfin Weiser is found murdered and 
the finger is quickly pointed at Clara, an eleven–year–old 
maid, as the culprit. Convinced that she cannot be guilty, 
Harriet and Matthew agree to investigate.
  
The aristocratic façade begins to crumble under their 
scrutiny, and they start to unlock the secrets of Clunston 
Park. Why does the Colonel allow his bullying friend Major 
Jameson so much leeway? Is there more to the befuddled 
Lord Pidgeon than meets the eye? Harriet and Matthew 
must uncover the truth, before they find themselves in deadly 
danger . . .
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Adam Oyebanji was born in 

Coatbridge, North Lanarkshire. He 

is taking the big step of moving east 

to Edinburgh by way of Birmingham, 

London, Lagos, Chicago, Pittsburgh and 

New York: a necessary detour, because 

the traffic otherwise is really, really bad. 

A graduate of Birmingham University 

and Harvard Law School, Adam works in 

the field of counter–terrorist financing, 

helping banks choke off the money 

supply to rogue states, narcotics empires 

and human trafficking networks.

A Quiet Teacher

A D A M  O Y E B A N J I

A teacher trying to hide in the shadows 
finds himself embroiled in a murder 
investigation in this compelling and fresh 
read from a new unique, contemporary 
voice.

Greg Abimbola is a language teacher at the prestigious 
Calderhill Academy in Pittsburgh. Only that's not his real 
name . . . or the only secret he's hiding.  

When the murder of a wealthy parent on school premises 
shines an unwanted spotlight on Calderhill Academy, Greg 
is determined to avoid attention. 

That is until the closest person to a true friend Greg has is 
arrested for the murder. To prove her innocence, Greg will 
reluctantly emerge from the shadows. But doing so will put 
him in danger. His past is determined to find him . . . and his 
past is full of very bad things.
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Cassandra Clark is an award–winning 

scriptwriter for theatre, radio and 

television. She is the author of the 

highly–acclaimed Hildegard of Meaux 

medieval mysteries, as well as a 

historical mystery series featuring 

Brother Rodric Chandler.

Dark Waters Rising
A HiIdegard of Meaux Medieval 
Mystery #12

C A S S A N D R A  C L A R K

A storm is coming . . . Can nun sleuth 
Hildegard solve the murder of a lay sister 
before the rising flood waters trap her with 
a cunning killer?

Autumn, 1394. All is not well at Swyne Priory. Dissension 
has arisen amongst the nuns. The new novices whisper in 
corners, spreading malicious rumours and sharing dark 
secrets.
 
The Prioress gives Hildegard an order: search out the cause 
of this unrest, and put a stop to it. But before Hildegard can 
investigate, she's forced to deal with a new problem: the 
arrival of a mysterious stranger in the middle of the night, 
claiming his life is in danger.
 
Hildegard isn't sure whether to believe him, but when a body 
is discovered near the priory, she's soon plunged into a dark 
and dangerous puzzle where nothing is as it seems. All she 
knows for certain is that a storm is coming, threatening to 
cut the priory off from the outside world and trap them with 
a killer . . . 
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Dorothy Cannell was born in 

Nottingham, England, and moved to 

the US in 1963. She became an aspiring 

writer after taking an English class at 

Illinois Central College. Seven years 

later, she sold her first short story. 

Dorothy enjoys collecting sea glass and 

beach stones in Maine, collecting vintage 

hats and Apostle Teaspoons and going on 

reading binges.

Peril in the Parish
A Florence Norris Mystery #3

D O R O T H Y  C A N N E L L

Secrets, mystery and wedding bells at 
Dovecote Hatch!

1933, Dovecote Hatch, England. Florence Norris knows she 
has found a good man in George 'Birdie' Bird, the landlord 
of the local pub, The Dog & Whistle. They are set to marry 
in the parish church of their beloved village of Dovecote 
Hatch. But when a mysterious stranger seeks out George, 
sharing family secrets and talks of an illegal burial years 
ago, an ominous dread falls over the happy couple.
  
Meanwhile, Agnes Younger, a local recluse whose health 
is ailing, calls upon her cousin Sophie Dawson to come 
home. Sophie is relieved to be escaping a scandal, not of 
her making, but is soon in the thick of something far more 
dramatic! There may just be a link between Agnes's imminent 
demise and the poor soul who was buried illegally.
  
As Florence and George are pulled reluctantly into 
this mystery, they uncover unpleasant truths and dark 
entanglements in this idyllic English village. Not everyone 
is as they seem . . . Will Florence and George have the 
beautiful church wedding they long for, or will the truth stand 
in the way of their well–deserved happily ever after?
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Con Lehane lives in Washington, D.C. 

His 42nd Street Library mysteries 

feature Raymond Ambler, curator of 

the library's (fictional) crime fiction 

collection. He's also the author of 

three mysteries featuring New York 

City bartender Brian McNulty, and has 

published short stories in Ellery Queen 

Mystery Magazine and Alfred Hitchcock 

Mystery Magazine.

Murder by Definition
A 42nd Street Library Mystery #4

C O N  L E H A N E

Crime–fiction librarian Ray Ambler gets 
more than he bargained for when he 
acquires the archives of a controversial 
hardboiled crime author in this 
contemporary twisty mystery set in New 
York City.

Hardboiled crime writer Will Ford might be critically 
acclaimed, but he's every bit as debauched and disreputable 
as the ne'er–do–well private eye in his novels. So when Ford 
offers Raymond Ambler – crime–fiction curator at New York 
City's prestigious 42nd Street Library – a collection of his 
papers, Ambler wonders if the project will be more trouble 
than it's worth. Still, the disgraced author is an important 
talent, and Ambler's never been afraid of a fight.

Ambler's ready for the controversy that greets news of the 
acquisition. He's not ready, however, for what he finds when 
he finally receives the papers: a gripping unpublished short 
story apparently based on a real case, with an explosive 
author's note. If it's true, there's been a shocking coverup 
at the heart of the NYPD – and a cop has got away with 
murder.

If it's true. Ford's not talking, and Ambler's good friend Mike 
Cosgrove, a veteran NYPD homicide detective, is beyond 
skeptical. But as the pair investigate, they're drawn into 
the sordid underbelly of 1990s New York, packed with 
renegade cops, thugs and mobsters . . . and they'll be lucky 
to come back out alive.
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Tessa Wegert is the author of the 

Shana Merchant series of mysteries. 

A former freelance journalist, Tessa 

has contributed to such publications as 

Forbes, The Huffington Post, Adweek, 

The Economist and The Globe and Mail. 

Tessa grew up in Québec and now 

lives with her husband and children in 

Connecticut, where she studies martial 

arts.

The Kind to Kill
A Shana Merchant Novel #4

T E S S A  W E G E R T

A missing tourist spells trouble for Senior 
Investigator Shana Merchant in this 
page–turning twisty mystery set in an 
atmospheric island community with a 
small–town vibe.

Former NYPD detective Shana Merchant is a skilled Senior 
Investigator keeping New York's beautiful Thousand Islands 
community safe. She's a loving partner. A strong woman. A 
survivor.

She's also bound by blood to a serial killer. And after months 
of concealing the truth from the world as she hunted Blake 
Bram down, her secret is finally out.

Shana just wants to get on with her life and win back her 
community's trust. But as Alexandria Bay fills up with tourists 
in advance of the annual festival known as Pirate Days, a 
visitor goes missing, and the case threatens to destroy not 
just the celebrations, but what remains of Shana's reputation.

Shana's not to blame for the killer in her family, but people 
are starting to whisper that she attracts trouble. That A–
Bay was safer before she arrived. And as the investigation 
deepens, Shana starts to fear that they may be right.

Because while Bram is gone, he is far from forgotten. 
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Carol Miller is the author of three 

Moonshine Mystery novels, including 

Murder and Moonshine, which was 

named an Amazon Best Book of the 

Month and a Library Journal Starred 

Debut of the Month upon release. The 

Fool Dies Last was Carol's first novel 

with Severn House and the first entry in 

The Fortune Telling Mysteries series. 

Carol is an attorney and lives in Virginia.

Death Rides A Pony
The Fortune Telling Mysteries #2

C A R O L  M I L L E R

The second entry in the fun–filled The 
Fortune Telling Mysteries series sees 
the Bailey sisters offering light–hearted 
fortune telling for charity that soon turns 
deadly.

Sisters Hope and Summer Bailey run Bailey's Boutique, a 
mystic shop in Asheville, North Carolina. The annual charity 
festival is approaching, and the sisters are roped in to 
offering fortune telling to raise money.

Before proceedings can begin, Summer receives a bad 
Tarot card reading. She fears she'll be left destitute from her 
upcoming divorce battle as the realtor charged with selling 
her and her soon–to–be ex–husband's home, Davis Scott, 
keeps making unwelcome appearances.

Davis's most troublesome appearance comes when he's 
found dead at the festival. Davis had a bad reputation 
amongst the Ashville community, but who would go to the 
lengths of killing him . . . and during a charity event, no less! 
The Tarot cards predicted a death, but do they hold clues to 
who the murderer is?
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Born and raised in West Lothian, 

Catriona McPherson left Edinburgh 

University with a PhD in Linguistics 

and worked in academia, as well as 

banking and public libraries, before 

taking up full–time writing in 2001. 

For the last ten years she has lived in 

Northern California with frequent visits 

home. Among numerous prizes, she has 

won two of Left Coast Crime's coveted 

Humorous Lefty Awards for the Last 

Ditch comedies.

Scot in a Trap
A Last Ditch Mystery #5

C A T R I O N A  M C P H E R S O N

In this darkly funny mystery Lexy 
Campbell's first love turns up dead at the 
Last Ditch Motel on Thanksgiving . . . and 
she becomes the prime suspect!

A mysterious object the size of a suitcase, all wrapped in 
bacon and smelling of syrup, can mean only one thing: 
Thanksgiving at the Last Ditch Motel. This year the motel 
residents are in extra–celebratory mood as the holiday 
brings a new arrival to the group – a bouncing baby girl. 

But as one life enters the Ditch, another leaves it. Menzies 
Lassiter has only just checked in. When resident counsellor 
Lexy Campbell tries to deliver his breakfast the next day, she 
finds him checked out. Permanently. Shocking enough if he 
was a stranger, but Lexy recognises that face. Menzies was 
her first love until he broke her heart many years ago. 

What's he doing at the Last Ditch? What's he doing dead? 
And how can Lexy escape the fact that she alone had the 
means, the opportunity – and certainly the motive – to kill 
him?
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